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 This past week, the team departed frigid temperatures in Madison and made its annual road trip to 
Florida for spring training at Eckerd College.  This year was unusual in the sense that we didn’t attend any 
regattas the weekends bookending Spring Break, as we have in the past – usually the Honey Badgers are at the 
St. Mary’s Women’s Interconference the weekend preceding Spring Break, and our team race team sends it up 
the East Coast to compete in a regatta the weekend following Spring Break.  However, UW’s time off was a 
few weeks later this year, so the whole team was able to travel down south as a clan of Badgers and enjoy Sun-
day on the beach together. 
 The forecast for the week looked incredible, and every day the weather exceeded expectations.  All five 
days had bluebird skies, mid-70s temperatures, and a steady 10+ miles per hour of breeze.  A large portion of 
the week was spent perfecting our boat handling and improving our straight line speed in the FJ, so coach-
es Dave and Claire pushed us to give 100% during drills such as the grind, the cone, and the leeward mark 
drill.  Practice Captain Noah Janssen and Captain Charlie Kutschenreuter also put in a huge effort before the 
week of training to come up with some new drills that would improve the sailors’ skills in the boat.  For ex-
ample, the team tried “Low High Burn,” an exercise where three boats lined up in either ‘Low Mode,’ where 
the primary focus is on speed, ‘High Mode,’ where the primary focus is on having the highest angle, and ‘Burn 
Mode,’ where the leeward boats tried to pinch off the boat to windward of them.  The whole team agreed 
this drill allowed them to make major gains in the FJ, and several pairs were rocketed to a whole new level of 
speed. 
 We were also lucky to be able to fleet and team race against Stanford, Brown, USF, and Eckerd during 
our time in St. Pete.  Sparring against such competitive programs allowed our sailors to see the areas they 
need to improve on, but also gave them confidence and validated the effort they put in over the winter to im-
prove their racing knowledge. 
 Coming off of Spring Break, we’re looking forward to applying the skills we gained in Florida to the 
three weeks of National Qualifiers in April.  Women’s Qualifiers are in Ann Arbor, MI from April 14-15th, 
Team Race Qualifiers will be held on Lake Mendota the following weekend, and Coed Qualifiers are up north 
in Minnesota during the last weekend of April.  GO GO WISCO!

Sunny Skies and Good Times
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Looking Back on the Past Month
The annual Bob Bavier Team Race was held in Charleston, South Car-
olina on March 3rd and 4th.  Despite being further south, this venue 
was experiencing the brutal effects of Winter Storm Riley, and rac-
es were delayed until noon on Saturday in the hopes that the breeze 
would die down.  Luckily, by 1:30 PM the wind was a very pleasant 
10-15 MPH, and the race committee managed to get in many good 
races.  On Sunday, despite chilly temperatures, the wind was perfect 
and the remainder of the second round robin was completed.  Over-
all, despite not finishing how they would have liked, the team racers 
were pleased to be back on the water and shook some of their winter 
rust off.  Also, HUGE thanks to Jeff and Amy Woodard for hosting 

the team in their beautiful home! 
Bob Bavier Team Race

The wind was sustained above 25 miles per hour for the entire 
weekend due to Winter Storm Riley hurtling down the East 
Coast, but the ladies hit the water on Sunday, March 4th after 
the PRO nonchalantly said, “we’re just going to send it and 
see what happens.”  NEISA and MAISA teams dwindled off 
as the day went on, but the Honey Badgers stayed strong and 
positive and finished the weekend in 7th place, with Annie 
Sullivan and Maggie Houtz getting a 2nd place finish overall 

in B-Division. 

ODU Women’s

Back in Charleson! It feels like we’re regulars at this venue now.  On 
Saturday, the teams competing experienced a whole host of wind con-
ditions, from light and shifty in the morning, to full on nuking after 
lunch.  This made the racing fun and dynamic, and allowed the Wisco 
sailors to stretch their legs in the hiking straps after many hours in the 
car.  A highlight of the weekend was when Charlie Kutschenreuter/
Peter Sauer and Charles Bocklet/Maggie Houtz got back-to-back bul-
lets in their respective divisions! Also, Charlie and Charles got to go 
fishing in the beautiful Cooper River after racing on Saturday, thanks 
to our awesome host Jeff.  On Sunday, the wind never filled and zero 
races were completed, so we ended the weekend in 6th place and got 

an early start back to Madison for another fun week of classes. 

Charleston Coed

The Honey Badgers were excited to make the journey to 
Maryland to the St. Mary’s Women’s Interconference, and sail 
at a few of the girls’ self-proclaimed favorite venue.  On Sat-
urday, the wind was ridiculously light and shifty, and went 
around the clock several times before stabilizing enough to 
get a few races in.  A big thank you goes out to the capable 
alumni and Race Committee who were patient enough to 
continually adjust the course in order to get in fair races! On 
Sunday, the wind was not much better but by the end of the 

day, ten races were completed in total. 

St. Mary’s Women’s
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Q&A with March Sailor of  the Month: Jonathan 
Thickens 
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Wisco Sailor Newsletter: What 
year in school are you and what 
are you studying?
Jonathan Thickens: I’m currently 
a junior and I’m a computer sci-
ence major.
WSN: When did you join the Wis-
consin Sailing Team? 
JT: I joined the team last fall, 
which was the fall of my sopho-
more year.
WSN: When and where did you 
start sailing?
JT: I first learned to sail when I 
was 11 at my cabin with my neigh-
bor on his butterfly, from then until 
I joined the team I sailed a hobie 16 
in the summers at my cabin.
WSN: You’ve made huge improve-
ments over the last year - what 
have your major focuses been that 
have helped you get better? 
JT: I’ve had two big focuses this 
past year, being aggressive enough 
in the pre start to ensure I get 
and hold myself a clean lane, and 
strengthening my tactical abilities, 
specifically breeze reading!

WSN: What are you goals for the coming year?
JT: My primary goal going forward is developing consistency. I’m still 
having trouble recovering from mistakes and salvaging a (relatively) fast 
race.
WSN: What’s your favorite memory from the Wisconsin Sailing Team?
JT: My favorite memory from the team is a tricky one because there are 
so many great ones, but I’m going to have to go with how excited I was 
to be picked to steer my first regatta (tech division at 3 way last year) and 
ending up spending more time swimming than sailing due to the breeze 
being 20+ MPH. 

Congrats Jonathan! 

Calling All Alumni! 
Anything exciting happening in your 
life right now? Got a new job? Expect-

ing a baby? Got engaged?  
If you’d like to let your Wisconsin Sail-
ing Team friends and family know, con-
tact Maggie Houtz at houtz@wisc.edu to 
be featured in the ‘Alumni Corner’ of 

this newsletter! 


