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All Conference Women’s Skippers: 
Andrea Sullivan (‘18)

and Carolyn Keck (‘19)
All-Conference Coed Skippers: 

Charlie Kutschenreuter (‘19)
and Charles Bocklet (‘18)

Over the weekend of January 26th and 27th, while most students were enjoying their first (and last) 
few homework-free days on campus, a few sailing team members traveled to West Lafayette, Indi-
ana, to attend the annual Midwinter meeting and banquet. Every year, a team from around the Mid-
west steps up the plate and agrees to host this event, and this year, Purdue University welcomed sail-
ors from all over the conference onto their campus. Olivia Staruck, Hayden Frentzel, Thomas Kelly, 
Jack Behrend, and Tye Rubin attended the meeting on Saturday, where the day was spent in deep 
discussion about the future of the MCSA.  According to captain Olivia Staruck, “the meeting proved 
to be a productive time to discuss bylaw changes, fundraising efforts, and intersectional regattas. In 
the end, many MCSA bylaws related to board positions and their job descriptions changed.”  The 
annual meeting culminated with new students from across the conference being elected to MCSA 
board positions, including Wisco Sailors Jack Behrend and Tye Rubin.  “It was great to have so 
much interest from the team in MCSA positions and super fun to have Jack be elected Commodore 
and Tye be elected Regatta Chair. They’ll both do a great job and I think the rest of the conference is 
excited to see the positive changes they can make on the board,” said Staruck.  In the evening, all the 
sailors in attendance gathered together to enjoy a delicious dinner and honor recipients of the 2018 
All-Conference Awards. We were lucky to have eight sailors receive awards for their commitment to 
college sailing over the past year, as well as the MCSA Doyle Women’s Dinghy Championship Tro-
phy for coming in first place at the Women’s National Qualifier this past spring.  As always, it was 
great to see all of the other MCSA teams and have a space to discuss ways to grow as a conference.  

All-Conference Crews:
Maggie Houtz (‘19) and Olivia Staruck

 (‘20)
Honorable Mention All-Conference 

Skipper: 
Sam Bartel (‘22)

Honorable Mention All-Conference 
Crew:

Bri Probst (‘20)
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This past Fall, construction officially began on the ground-
breaking Tong Family Marina project at the Memorial 
Union lakefront.  The builders and planners have been 
working relentlessly towards their deadline, and have 
persevered through snowstorms, rainstorms, finals week, 
and the polar vortex to make great progress so far.  As of 
this past week, the 30-odd pilings for the new permanent 
deck have been driven in, the sheet piling for the new sea-
wall has been completed, the seawall in front of the lake 
lab has been rebuilt, and the new permanent sloop ramp 
has been poured.   Additionally, the new docks are cur-
rently being built off-site, and will be brought in when 
they’re completed.  With the overall mild winter thus far, 
the construction company has been able to stick to their 
timeline and is still confident in a May 1st completion 
date - just in time for the sailing team to practice for Na-
tionals with the brand new facility.  Dave Elsmo, who has 
been largely overseeing this project, is most excited for 
the time this new docking system will save.  “In a three 
hour lesson you may spend 45 minutes getting your boat 
ready and in and out of the water. This will be cut down to 
however long it takes you to put up a sail. Also, having the 
crane for our keelboats allows us to be self-sustaining as a 
program while allowing us to take on events we might not 
have had the previous opportunity for on the lake,” said 
Elsmo.  We are so excited for this new facility, and grad-
teful to all those who have contributed their time, money, 

and effort to make it happen.

Tong Family Marina Construction Update
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Sailors on the Slopes and in the Sea
This winter break, Wisco Sailors made good use of their time off and went on some awesome 

trips!

This adventuresome bunch made a road trip out of the West and stopped at some of the country’s most beautiful ski 
destinations along the way.  They went to Winter Park and Copper Mountain in Colorado, then moved on to Salt Lake 
City where they stopped at Solitude Mountain, Alta, and Snowbird, then drove north to Jackson Hole, Wyoming be-
fore finally ending their trip in Big Sky, Montana. (Pictured (L-R): Jonathan Thickens, Charlie Childs, Alex Campbell, 
Anna Thickens, Peter Sauer, Kate Britt, Caroline Skotarzak, Erin Sullivan.  Not pictured: Carolyn Keck)

A group of sophomore boys also found themselves hit-
ting the slopes out West over break - Jack Barnes, Patrick 
Schmidt, Pat Stiles, and Tye Rubin all met up to ski in the 
Aspen Highlands.

Two team members, Jack Behrend and Thomas Kelly 
(pictured), along with some other friends, headed South 
for a beautiful trip to Puerto Rico.  
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Q&A with January Sailors of  the Month: Tye Rubin and Jack 
Behrend 

Wisco Sailor Newsletter: What year in school are 
you and what are you studying?
Tye Rubin: I am a sophomore studying Neurobiology.
Jack Behrend: I’m a junior studying Economics. 
WSN: How long have you been on the Wisconsin Sail-
ing Team? 
TR: This is my second year on the team.
JB: I have been on the Wisconsin Sailing Team for only 
one semester. However, I was a part of  the Milwau-
kee Sailing Team for two years before transferring to 
UW-Madison.
WSN: Why did you decide to run for an MCSA board 
position?  
TR: I decided to run for Race Chairman to give back 

to conference that allows us compete and improve.
JB: I ran for the MCSA Commodore Position because it gives me an opportunity to get involved and make an 
impact within the collegiate sailing community.
WSN: What is one of  your goals for the MCSA in the coming year?  
TR: I would like to see the MCSA schedule more coached clinics to ramp up the competitiveness in the confer-
ence.
JB: I am excited to work towards the end goal of  providing quality coaching clinic opportunities to all of  the 
schools within the conference.
WSN: What is one thing you are excited about in the upcoming semester? 
TR: I’m excited to be bond with my teammates this semester in the cold air and also on the cold water!


