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Headed to Nationals

This weekend Wisco sailors Korbin Kierstead and Cailin Considine, along 
with coach Dave, are driving east to Macatawa Bay, MI to compete in Single-
handed Nationals. Korbin and Cailin won the chance to represent the confer-
ence, along with Bobby Sessions (Marquette) and Rachel Rantanen (Michigan 
State) by persevering through high winds, cold temperatures, and consistent 
rain on October 13th and 14th at the qualifying events held out of the Mendo-
ta Sailing Center on the east side of Madison’s biggest lake.  Korbin and Cailin 
placed first in their respective events, and are very excited for the high level 
competition awaiting them at nationals. The venue will be a drastic change 

from sunny St. Petersburg last year, but the sailors are hoping the cold will play to their advantage. In fact, Korbin is 
feeling optimistic going into the competition: “My mindset this year is to leave everything I have out on the water. I 
trained extensively this summer in the Laser to prepare for qualifiers and it has paid off well, which has given me confi-
dence heading into Nationals. I’m excited for the challenge, and proud to represent the Wisconsin Sailing Team.”  Best 
of luck to both sailors as they give it their all this weekend! 
 In addition to the success we had at singlehanded qualifiers, our Match Race team won their qualifying event as 
well and will be jetting off to Newport Beach, California in three weeks to com-
pete at the 2018 ICSA Match Racing Championship.  The team this year consists 
of skipper Doug Wake (‘22), main trimmer Samuel Bartel (‘22), jib/spinnaker 
trimmer Cailin Considine (‘19), and foredecker Maggie Houtz (‘19).  In the 
past several weeks they have been working hard to get dialed in for the event by 
spending time practicing in Sheboygan, going over and sharing their notes on 
the Match Racing Playbook, and reviewing footage of Nationals in years past.  
The event will be held at Balboa Yacht Club in Gov Cup 22’s, and although none 
of our athletes have sailed this type of boat before, they’re excited to get in them and fine tune their speed in the  early 
stages of the competition.  Best of luck to all the sailors competing at Nationals in the upcoming weeks, and be sure to 
follow along on techscore and Facebook for updates! 

Q&A with October Sailor of  the Month: Erin Sullivan
Wisco Sailor Newsletter: What year in 
school are you and what are you studying?
Erin Sullivan: I am a sophomore and  
studying Interior Architecture.
WSN: How long have you been on the 
sailing team?
ES: I am in my third season on the sailing 
team.
WSN: When and where did you start sail-
ing?
ES: I have been sailing for as long as I can 
remember. I grew up sailing on a little lake 
in East Troy, WI, Lake Beulah.
WSN: What’s your favorite part about com-
peting for the Honey Badgers?
ES: I love traveling with my team. This year 
we have made it a tradition to take some pit 
stops on the way to an out east event and 
they have been a blast.

WSN: What’s your best memory with the 
sailing team?
ES: Last year at Trux, a regatta at Navy, 
we stayed at a team members home on the 
Chesapeake Bay and Olivia Staruck and I 
held Moonjellys, a stingless jellyfish. This 
may be common for people who live out east 
but it was a really cool experience for us.
WSN: Besides sailing, what are some of  your 
favorite activities to do at college?
ES: My favorite activity to do in college, oth-
er than sailing of  course, is running. Mad-
ison has beautiful running paths that take 
you all over the city and I run to new places 
every time.
WSN: Do you have any goals for the upcom-
ing season?
ES: I hope to help get the Honey Badgers to 
nationals.
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Meet the Class of  2022...
The Wisco Sailor Newsletter got a chance to chat with the Wisconsin Sailing Team’s freshmen class in order to get to 

know them a little bit better.  We discovered they come from a variety of different sailing backgrounds, have a plethora 
of academic interests, and all love the sailing team for different reasons.  Meet the Freshmen!

1. What are you majoring in?
2. When and where did you start sailing?

3. What’s your favorite part about being on the sailing team?
4. What’s a fun fact most people may not know about you?

1.  Finance and Biology
2.  I started sailing in my infancy at the Sheboygan Yacht Club. And the 
rest is history!
3.  I love how many talented freshmen we have on the team. It’s getting 
me excited for four strong years not just in the MCSA but at the national 
level.
4.  My favorite smell is hot ski wax.

Doug Wake

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Elisabeth Johanson

1.  Biological Systems Engineering 
2.  I started sailing on Torch lake, MI!
3.  My favorite part is sailing in a very competent environment and meet-
ing new people.
4.  I can fit 17 marshmallows in my mouth at once.

Lucas Quinn

1.  Mechanical Engineering
2.  I started sailing about eight years ago in England
3.  The best part is getting back into sailing and racing.
4.  I once had a ten-year-old camper tell me I wasn’t cool because I sail.

Noah Hallerman

1.  Mechanical Engineering
2.  I started sailing at the Milwaukee Community Sailing 
Center.
3.  Every time I get out on the water, I feel like it’s still sum-
mer!
4.  I can fit both my legs behind my head at the same time.
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Rushil Patel

1.  I will be majoring in business.
2.  I began sailing recently in 

Milwaukee.
3.  The sense of community.

4.  I have visited 13 countries.

1. I’m planning on majoring in 
Journalism.

2. I started sailing when I was 
eight on the Barnegat Bay at the 

Jersey Shore.
3. Meeting new people and being 
a part of the sailing community at 

UW Madison!
4.  I’ve never has a brain freeze.

Tom Quinn Christian Spencer

1.  Finance and Real Estate 
2.  I started sailing when I was 

five on Pewaukee Lake
3.  My favorite part about the 

team is competing against really 
high level competition every day, 
and seeing everyone want to get 

better.
4.  The only thing I’m allergic to 
is Pizza Hut Personal Pan Pizza.

Anna Graves

1.  Nursing
2.  My freshman year of high 

school I decided to join my high 
school sailing team; we practiced 
through MYST and sailed 420s.
3.  My favorite part about being 
on the team so far has been the 
people. The sailing team is one 
big family and they are so wel-

coming to new members!
4.  I have 10 neices and nephews.

Samuel Bartel

1.  I haven’t yet decided what I’m 
going to study here. 

2.  A long time ago at the Wayza-
ta Community Sailing Center in 

Minnesota.
3.  The team is awesome overall. 

Everybody is super nice, en-
couraging, and the team is really 

competitive!
4.  My guilty pleasures are choco-

late and really good sushi. 

Michael Lively

1.  Computer Science
2.  I started sailing at 11 years old 

at Encinal Yacht Club in CA.
3.  It has given me the opportunity 
to compete and practice alongside 
extremely competitive sailors, and 

push myself to become a better 
sailor at a very fast rate.

4.  I went on a week-long back-
packing trip through the Sierra 

Nevada mountains this past sum-
mer.
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Jonathan Bailey

1.  Physics
2.  North Lake Yacht Club when I 

was 5 years old
3.  The competitiveness of the 

practices and the social environ-
ment.

Rachel Zimdars

1.  Actuarial Science & Risk 
Managment and Insurance

2.  Hoofers!
3.  Being able to sail and learn 

from extremely talented people 
and get to know a fun, welcom-
ing group of people at Madison.

4.  I was named after Rachel 
from Friends. 

Katie Carlson

1.  Nursing
2.  When I was 11 on Lac Labelle
3.  My favorite part is definitely 
the dynamic of the team over-
all. Everyone is so friendly and 
welcoming to new people which 
makes it so easy to feel like a part 
of the team right away and I look 
forward to seeing them everyday.
4.  I eat Goldfish with a spoon. 

Hailey Feinzig

1.  Biology 
2.  I started sailing when I was 

seven years old on a small pond 
in Sherborn, Massachusetts.

3.  The people! Our team is com-
petitive, which helps myself and 

everyone around me improve 
during practice time, and then 

once we are off the water we 
spend a lot of time hanging out 

and having fun. 
4.  I have seen Bruce Springsteen 
live 18 times since my first con-

cert when I was 3 years old.

1.  Materials Science and Engi-
neering 

2.  Age 7, Lake Mills Wisconsin
3.  Being out of my element and 

learning something new
4.  I am a slack line fanatic. 

Patrick Stiles Chris Bierman

1.  Business
2.  I started sailing at the age of 
seven at Ephraim Yacht Club in 
Door County, Wisconsin.
3.  So far my favorite part about 
the sailing team is being able 
to be out on the water here in 
Madison. 
4.  The first boat I learned to sail 
was an Opti when I was seven 
years old. 


