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Falling Back Into the Rythym of College Sailing 
This Fall has been filled to the brim with clinics, regattas, and 
practices. Read on for updates on the highlights so far! First, 
Wisco Sailors Charlie Kutschenreuter, Noah Janssen, and Olivia 
Staruck turned coaches for a Friday afternoon crew clinic in early 
September. A long chalk talk followed by a couple hours of light-
wind boat handling practice allowed for the more seasoned mem-
bers of the team to impart many lessons onto the younger gener-
ations of crews. Emphasis’ included body weight placement, jib 
trim, and how to have speedy tacks, gybes, and accelerations. All 
that attended left feeling much more comfortable in the front of 
the boat and ready to utilize their new skills during the next race 
day and throughout the rest of their college sailing careers.  Next, 

over the weekend of September 22nd and 23rd, the Wisconsin Sail-
ing Team hosted its annual high-school clinic. The clinic serves as a great 
resource to Midwest high-schoolers allowing them to learn about to learn 
from collegiate sailors and fine tune their sailing for the rest of their high 
school sailing seasons. It also allows them to interact with the team and 
get a feel for college sailing as they make their post high-school decisions. 
For us, the Clinic serves as a fundraiser and an opportunity to make the 
team’s presence known to the great sailing talent the Midwest has to offer. 
This year’s clinic attracted over 30 high-school sailors from Minnesota, 
Illinois and Wisconsin.  This years coaching team for the clinic included 
a mix of both Wisco alumni and current members on the team. Coaching 
the duration of the weekend were alumni Whitney Kent, Jen Burke, and 
Erik Elliot along with seniors Maggie Houtz, Carolyn Keck, and prac-
tice captain Noah Janssen. On Sunday the cast was joined by senior Tom 
Groskopf who served as the clinics race day PRO along with giving helpful 
tips to the kids throughout racing. Saturday involved a variety of drills that 
focused on boat handling and boat speed, familiarizing the high-school-
ers with the more physical maneuvers found in college sailing. Over the 
course of the day, rolls got bigger, tacks became smoother, and the sailors 
were able to minimize their steering through gybes on the downwind. 
Sunday brought light but sailable conditions for the clinic’s race day, which 
gave the kids a chance to apply what they learned and compete against each other. Racing was tight with a different 
winner in each of the three races, but White Bear’s Ethan Staruck and Arrowhead’s Tess Kreutzmann took home first 
place with six points.  We absolutely love hosting this clinic each year, and it brings us so much excitement to see all 
the young talent in the Midwest (hopefully talent that will stay local when it comes time for college!).

2018 High School Clinic

Sibling Duo Olivia and Ethan Staruck
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GLIOR

This year, thanks to the efforts of 
Jonathan Thickens and Charlie 
Childs, there was more excitement 
than ever for the Great Lakes Inter-
collegiate Offshore Regatta and we 
were able to secure two berths for 
Wisco: a coed berth and a women’s 
berth.  Both teams of sailors raced 
on T-10’s during the day and slept 
on the boats at night while they 
were harbored at Chicago Corin-
thian Yacht Club.  So much fun was 
had by all that senior Carolyn Keck 
describes this event as the best re-
gatta she’s been to in her time in 
college sailing. Thanks to Julie, 
John, Adam, and Mike for letting 
us race on their boats, and we can’t 
wait to go back to CCYC next year!

While there was some initial 
skepticism that this year’s Fall 
Fury regatta wouldn’t happen due 
to obscene amounts of rain prior 
to the event and a record-high 
Lake Mendota, Mother Nature 
ended up blessing us with clear 
skies and strong winds for two 
beautiful days of sailing. We 
couldn’t have asked for a better 
regatta to kick off the year, with 
the upperclassmen on the team 
showing their dominance on the 
race course, winning both divi-
sions and the regatta overall, and 
our Women’s berth having fun 
sailing with new partners in the 
heavy breeze.  Thanks to all the 
teams who came out to compete!

Fall Fury

A very young squad of Badgers 
made their way up to Minnesota 
to compete at the Streufert Team 
Race this past weekend.  With 
beautiful conditions of 8-15 mile 
per hour wind and sunny skies on 
Wayzata Bay, our three freshmen 
skippers (Doug Wake, Sam Bar-
tel, and Jonathan Bailey) proved 
they weren’t fresh to team racing 
and finished the regatta out in 1st 
place, winning all 12 races.  With 
a strong start like that to their 
college careers, we’re excited to 
see where these freshmen will go 
over the next four years.  Addi-
tionally, huge thanks to the Bar-
tel Family for hosting the Wisco 

Team Racers!

Streufert Team Race

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Tong Family Marina and Relocation
 On the first of October, the construction on Tong Family Marina 
and Pier Project will officially break ground! Thanks to the fundrais-
ing efforts of many individuals, and the University’s promise to help 
take us to the finish line, this $4.8 million dollar project is going to 
become a reality.  However, with the lakefront being taken over by 
construction workers, we needed to find a new home to hold prac-
tice for the rest of the season.  After bouncing around ideas during 
the summer, communicating with University employees, and a great 
deal of flexibility from team members, we have officially relocated to Willows Beach! This quiet spot is located 
west of the lakeshore dorms, and provides the perfect spot for us to beach launch our boats - a fun change from 
the piers at Hoofers.  We’re excited to make the beach our new headquarters and to practice on a different part 
of Lake Mendota - we’ve discovered already that the University Bay area has a whole host of new wind patterns 
to figure out.  Go Go Relocated Wisco!
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This fall marks a time of transition for the Wisconsin Sailing Team. After seven years, head coach Dave 
Elsmo is moving out of his Head of Instruction role to occupy a new position in Hoofers.  He is now the 
Sailing Program Manager, and will be advising the Hoofers Sailing Club and Shop, and overseeing the 
lakefront maintenance and the impending $4.8 million dollar pier project. While we’ll miss seeing him 
on the water and lis- tening to his debriefs, we 
are so excited to watch him take the next step in 
his career and contin- ue to make the Hoofers 
Sailing Club great. Ac- cording to Elsmo, the 
purpose of this staff- ing change is to make 
sure that the club’s in- struction program and 
Sailing Team have a fresh set of professional 
eyes. [He’s] excited to finally have somebody 
around to create new programs with and help 
this program grow into its new facility.  However, 
as he takes a step away, he says he’ll miss working 
with the sailors on this team. “My favorite thing 
about coaching has al- ways and will always be 
working with the students. Whether it be helping the team leaders find their place working on behalf of 
their peers or coaching a sailor to their next gear, the students have been the highlight of the whole expe-
rience through and through. There is nothing like seeing athletes work towards a personal or team goal 
and achieve it. That is the stuff that refills my tank every time,” says Elsmo.  This team wouldn’t be where 
it is today without the countless hours of hard work he’s put in over the years -- Congratulations Dave!

The End of  an Era

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Q&A with September Sailor of  the Month: Will Huerth 
Wisco Sailor Newsletter: What year in school are you and what 
are you studying?
Will Huerth: I am Redshirt Senior from Lake Geneva, Wisconsin 
(the scow capital of the world), majoring in Communications and 
Entrepreneurship.
WSN: How long have you been on the Wisconsin Sailing Team?
WH: I transferred to UW-Madison after my sophomore year at De-
Pauw University. I joined the team in the Fall of 2017. What a ride it 
has been!

WSN: What is your favorite part about being on the Team?
WH: Honestly, my favorite part about being on the team is the comaraderie. Everyone pushes each other to be the 
best and it has really ramped up my sailing over the years. Plus, Lake Mendota is one of the most iconic venues in 
all of college sailing. Love putting it on the breeze in front of the hundreds of screaming fans at the terrace.
WSN: You are easily one of the most energetic and positive sailors on the team - how do stay so jazzed on and off 
the water?
WH: My energy is produced by the wind and the waves. When I am on the water I feel as if I am one with Mother 
Nature. She keeps me young. “Sailing is an art, and Mother Nature is my inspiration.” - Will Huerth
WSN: In your time remaining on the team, what is one goal you hope to accomplish?
WH: I hope one day I can get Dave Elsmo to look me in the eyes and say “Melges Rocks.”  But in all honesty, I 
want to progress in my sailing and hopefully make a Nationals roster this spring.
WSN: If you wanted the Wisco Sailor Newsletter readers to know one thing about you, what would it be?
WH: That I am fun loving guy who cherishes good conversation and fast yachting. On Wisconsin!!!!!
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Meet the 2018-2019 Board
Hayden Frentzel Olivia Staruck Charlie Kutschenreuter Noah Janssen

Role on the board: Captain
Year: Junior
Major: Computer Engineering 
and Chinese
Fun Fact: Hayden’s last name 
means Squid in German.

Role on the board: Practice 
Captain
Year: Senior
Major: Civil and Environ-
mental Engineering
Fun Fact: “When a tree 
falls in a forest and no one 
is there, I hear it.” - Charlie 
Kutschenreuter 

Role on the board: Practice 
Captain
Year: Senior
Major: Finance
Fun Fact: “I can rub two 
pieces of  fire together and 
make wood.” - Noah Janssen

Role on the board: Captain
Year: Junior
Major: Community Non-
profit Leadership and Politi-
cal Science
Fun Fact: Olivia’s favorite 
TV show is 19 Kids and 
Counting, and she can name 
every member of  the Duggar 
family.

Maggie Houtz Scott Sullivan Alise Mintz Emma Zalog

Role on the board: Publici-
ty Chair/Webmaster
Year: Senior
Major: Psychology, Biolog-
ical Sciences, and Global 
Health
Fun Fact: Maggie’s favorite 
part of  her board position is 
writing this newsletter. 

Role on the board: Social 
Chair 
Year: Senior
Major: Marketing
Fun Fact: Scott’s Instagram 
handle is @scott_sullivan_ 
(“Follow me” - Scott)

Role on the board: Social 
Chair 
Year: Senior
Major: Life Science Com-
munications and Digital 
Studies
Fun Fact: Alise’s favorite 
form of  exercise is boxing.

Role on the board: Secre-
tary 
Year: Junior
Major: Life Science Com-
munications and Global 
Health
Fun Fact: When Emma 
was a kid, she had a pet fish 
named Blue Stripe. 
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Coco Collins

Role on the board: Recruit-
ment Chair 
Year: Junior
Major: Real Estate and Ur-
ban Land Economics
Fun Fact: Coco can list 
every country in the world in 
under one minute. 

Jack Barnes

Role on the board: Fund-
raising Chair
Year: Sophomore
Major: Mechanical Engi-
neering 
Fun Fact: Jack can “vibe on 
the ukulele.”  

Jonathan Thickens

Role on the board: Regatta 
Coordinator 
Year: Senior
Major: Computer Science 
Fun Fact: Jonathan owns 62 
fish.   

Kate Britt

Role on the board: Regatta 
Coordinator 
Year: Sophomore
Major: Special Education  
Fun Fact: When Kate eats 
chocolate she craves cheese 
and when she eats cheese she 
craves chocolate. 

Peter Sauer

Role on the board: Mer-
chandise  Chair 
Year: Junior
Major: Applied Math, Engi-
neering, Physics and Com-
puter Science
Fun Fact: On Spring Break 
last year Peter and Will 
[Huerth] capsized five times 
in two hours. 

Caroline Skotarsak

Role on the board: Treasurer
Year: Sophomore
Major: Civil and Environmen-
tal Engineering 
Fun Fact: Caroline has the 
same middle name as 2/3 of  
her roommates (Rose!)

Tommy Groskopf

Role on the board: Alumni 
Liaison 
Year: Senior
Major: Real Estate, Urban 
Land Economics, and Supply 
Chain Management 
Fun Fact: If  Tommy was an 
actor he would be Tom Hanks.

www.wisconsinsailingteam.com


